
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany – February 01, 2026 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

PRELUDE ADAGIO BY BEETHOVEN, PRAYER BY KREUTZER 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN Breath on me, Breath of God Hymnal 508 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
People                               Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 

SONG OF PRAISE                                                                                                   Hymnal S-278 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray.  
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: 
Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT Micah 6:1-8 
 

Hear what the LORD says: 
 

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of 
the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with 
Israel. 
 
“O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
 
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son 
of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may 
know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
 
“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? 
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers 
of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 
of my soul?” 
 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
Psalm 15 
 
1  Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  
 who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 
2  Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right,  
 who speaks the truth from his heart. 
 
3  There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend;  

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
 
4  In his sight the wicked is rejected,  
 but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
 
5  He has sworn to do no wrong  
 and does not take back his word. 
 
6  He does not give his money in hope of gain,  
 nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
 
7  Whoever does these things  
 shall never be overthrown. 
 

READING FROM THE EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 



Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what 
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 
reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He 
is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
THE GOSPEL CHANT                                                                                                                            HYMNAL 178 
 

LA PLATA: PLEASE SING REFRAIN, VERSE 4, AND REFRAIN BEFORE AND AFTER THE GOSPEL READING. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



THE GOSPEL   Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Presider The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ! 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

 
Presider The Good News of our Savior. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ! 
 
SERMON   The Rev. Robin Taylor 
 
THE NICENE CREED  All stand and say 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
PRAYER SONG  O Lord Hear my pray’r 

 

PLEASE SING ONE TIME BEFORE THE PRAYERS. 
 

 

 

 

 



OUR PRAYERS                                 (Please stand or kneel as you are able) 

 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
For Sean our Presiding Bishop, and Mariann our Bishop, Robin our Interim Rector, and 
for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in the Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  
 
(People may add their own petitions) 
 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  
 
(People may add their own thanksgivings) 
 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  
 
(People may add their own petitions) 
 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will 
in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 
have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 
our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may 
abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
The Presider concludes with the Absolution. 
 
Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 

grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power  
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE (Standing) 
 
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

You are invited to exchange a sign of Christ’s peace with your neighbors. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN SOFTY AND TENDERLY LEVAS 101 
 
 
For La Plata Congregants: Please support our mission as you feel called to do so. 
Text “CCLAPLATA” to 73256 or online at  https://christchurchlaplata.org/donate/ or 
with cash in the offering plate.  Thank you! 

 

https://christchurchlaplata.org/donate/


DOXOLOGY 
 

 
Public Domain 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought 
all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living 
thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 
against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you 
would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 

 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord Hymnal S-129 
 

 

 
 
 

Celebrant 
 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of 
sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, 
your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.  
 
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the 
sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself 
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to 
complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
 



On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it 
to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified 
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your 
new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of 
time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.  
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray together: 
 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us! 
People                         Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!   
 

Celebrant            These are the gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
THE COMMUNION 
 

We gather at God’s table. All are invited and welcome to share in Holy Communion. 
 

Please come forward to the altar rail to receive. Please let someone know if you need 
Communion brought to you at your seat. 

 

If you come to receive Holy Communion, the custom is to place the palm of one hand 
(palm up) into the palm of the other to receive the wafer. 

 

If you receive only the wafer, you may consume it, and return to your seat. 
 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

To receive the wine, you may sip from the chalice (large cup), 
or take one of the small wine cups.  

 

If you do not wish to receive but prefer to come forward to receive a blessing, please 
cross your arms over your chest after you come to the front. 

 

Return to your seat by the side aisle, disposing of the small wine cup in the basket on the 
front side pew on your way back to your pew. 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC  HYMNS OF COMMITMENT ARR. BY PHILLIP KEVEREN (PIANO) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 
have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your 
people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life 
of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

Our Father in heaven,  
   holy is your Name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
And forgive us our sins as we forgive  
   those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
   and deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power, and the 

   glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

   those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
   and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 



BLESSING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 
 

Almighty God, this meal does not end here – you continue to nourish us, and to feed 
others through us. Bless these elements and vessels, and the lay eucharistic visitors  
who carry them out, that your Body and Blood may nurture those members of our 
family unable to worship with us today.  
 
PRAYERS FOR BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
BLESSING 
 

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the 
world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.  
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN God of grace and God of glory Hymnal 594 
 

 

We ‘Process’ into the world to carry Jesus’ message of love. 
 

SENDING 
 

Presider Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE   FAITH BY FELIX MENDELSSOHN 

 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
 

La Plata Organist: Mary Kercher 
 

Hymns are found in the hymnals in the pews. 
Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-725477 and RiteSong #SB181421. 

All rights reserved for copyrighted music. 
 

 

OUR PRAYERS TODAY: 
We give thanks for: all who support the mission of Christ Church with time, talent, and 

treasure. 
We pray for: the groups that work for racial justice in our communities, our nation and 
the world. 
Those celebrating this week: Beverlie Ludy, B.C. Eydt 
We pray for:  

Those in need of healing – Beverlie, Bill, James, Janet, Chris, Pat, Tom, Scott, 
Gerald, Steve, Sylvia, Joy, McCartin, Edie, Stacy, Violet, Gloria Groeger, the 
McNey Family 

 Those who have died – Tom Weirich, Mary McNey 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

REV. ROBIN’S UPDATED SCHEDULE: Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Sunday mornings. If 
problems arise on other days, please contact your Senior Warden. 
 

BIBLE STUDY – "Come and See" - looking at people in the New Testament who are 
seeking to see, know and follow Jesus, led by our Canadian friend and seminarian Kirk 
Vanderzande. Come every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
 

LUNCH AND LEARN – Thursday from Noon to 1:30 pm. We are using the Meditations 
from the Emmaus Walk Podcast of Bishop Jos Tharakan, led by Kathleen Jackson. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING: 

• La Plata – Today, February 1st after worship, beginning with potluck lunch 

• Wayside – Sunday, February 22nd after worship, beginning with lunch 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH – Pancake dinner at Wayside for Christ Churches 
from 5-7 pm. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH – Services at Noon (Wayside) and 7 pm (La Plata)  
 

FLOWERS TO REMEMBER SOMEONE? – If you love having flowers on our altar, consider 
donating one Sunday in memory of, or in honor of someone. The suggested donation is 
$50. You can call the La Plata parish office (301.392.1051) or the Wayside parish office 
(301.259.4327) to find out more.  
 

GIVING and ALMS FUNDS – Our Giving and Rector’s Alms Funds receive many requests. 
The needs are great. Please give as you are able. 


	Psalm 15

