THE HOLY EUCHARIST
Second Sunday after Christmas — January 04, 2026

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

PRELUDE
ENTRANCE HYMN Angels from the realms of glory Hymnal 93
OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider Blessed be the one, holy and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE Love came down at Christmas Hymnal 84

Presider God be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of
human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to
share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

WE HEAR GoD’s WORD

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 31: 7-14

Thus says the Lord:

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel."

See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the
farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.

With weeping they shall come, and with consolations | will lead them back, | will let
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for |
have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He
who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the
goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the
flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never
languish again.

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall
be merry.

I will turn their mourning into joy, | will comfort them, and give them gladness for
SOrrow.

| will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my
bounty, says the Lord.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God!



Psalm 84:1-8

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts!
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my
flesh rejoice in the living God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her
young;
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.

Happy are they who dwell in your house!
they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you!
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.

> Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

6 They will climb from height to height,
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

/ Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
hearken, O God of Jacob.

8 Behold our defender, O God;
and look upon the face of your Anointed.

READING FROM THE EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason | do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. | pray
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God!

THE GOSPEL CHANT (PLEASE SING THREE TIMES BEFORE AND AFTER THE GOSPEL READING.)
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THE GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12
Presider The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ!

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:

*And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel."

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also
go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed



with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Presider The Good News of our Savior.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ!
SERMON The Rev. Robin Taylor

THE NICENE CREED All stand and say
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

WHAT CHILD IS THIS?

PRAYER SONG HYmMNAL 115 (vv 1,3)

(PLEASE SING ONE TIME BEFORE THE PRAYERS)
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Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898). Music: Greensleeves, English melody; harm. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871.

OUR PRAYERS (Please stand or kneel as you are able)

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, and Mariann our Bishop, Robin our Interim Rector, and
for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in the Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
(People may add their own petitions)

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
(People may add their own thanksgivings)

We will exalt you, O God our King;

And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
(People may add their own petitions)

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;

Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will
in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you
have created.

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on
our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may
abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

The Presider concludes with the Absolution.

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE (Standing)

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

The people are invited to exchange a sign of Christ’s peace with their neighbors.



OFFERTORY HYMN Good Christian friends rejoice Hymnal 107
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625 Doxology
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Fesus Christ, who has blessed us. Eph. 1:3
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought
all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living
thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled
against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you
would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

Holy, Holy, Holy Levas S-255
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Celebrant

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of
sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary,
your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the
sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to
complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it
to them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your
new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of
time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.



Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray together:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Our Father in heaven,
holy is your Name.

Your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread,

And forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil,

For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen

those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God.

THE COMMUNION
We gather at God’s table. All are invited and welcome to share in Holy Communion.

Please come forward to the altar rail to receive. Please let someone of the Communion
party know if you need Communion brought to you at your seat.

If you come to receive Holy Communion, the custom is to place the palm of one hand
(palm up) into the palm of the other to receive the wafer.

If you receive only the wafer, you may consume it, and return to your seat.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

To receive the wine, you may sip from the chalice (large cup),
or take one of the small wine cups.

If you don’t wish to receive but prefer to come forward to receive a blessing, please cross
your arms over your chest after you come to the front.

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive

Return to your seat by the side aisle, disposing of the small wine cup in the basket on the
front side pew on your way back to your pew.

ComMmuNIoN Music

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you
have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your
people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life
of Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

Almighty God, this meal does not end here — you continue to nourish us, and to feed
others through us. Bless these elements and vessels, and the lay eucharistic visitors
who carry them out, that your Body and Blood may nurture those members of our
family unable to worship with us today.

PRAYERS FOR BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

CommuNITY NEWS

BLESSING

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill
you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Angels we have heard on high Hymnal 96
SENDING

Presider Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

POSTLUDE



Music AND WORSHIP NOTES

Organ and Piano: Mary Kercher
Hymns are found in the hymnals in our pews.
Music reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-725477 and RiteSong #5B181421.
All rights reserved for copyrighted music.

OUR PRAYERS TODAY

We give thanks for: our Christmas season.

We pray for: all those who are in need of shelter and food.

Those celebrating this week:

We pray for:
Those in need of healing — Beverlie, Bill, Bob, James, Janet, Chris, Pat, Tom,
Scott, Gerald, Steve, Sylvia, Carroll Earp, Joy, McCartin, Jane Ann Corcoran, Edie,
Stacy, Gloria Groeger, the Yauch Family, the Wilburn Family, the Chisholm Family
Those who have died — Walter Yauch, Ray Wilburn, George Chisholm

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIBLE STUDY —Will resume in the new year, beginning Wednesday, January 7, at 7 pm.

LUNCH AND LEARN — Will resume in the new year, beginning Thursday, January 8, at
11:45 a.m.

FLOWERS TO REMEMBER SOMEONE? - If you love having flowers on our altar, consider
donating one Sunday in memory or honor of someone. Suggested donation is $50 — you
can call or email the parish office at 301-392-1051 to find out more.

ONLINE GIVING - You can text a donation - text "CCLAPLATA" to 73256 and follow the
prompts. You can also give online - go to www.christchurchlaplata.org and scroll down
to the "Donate" link.

GIVING and ALMS FUNDS — Our Giving and Rector’s Alms Funds are getting many
requests. The needs are great. Please give as you're able.
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