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Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. Amen.

On the Sunday after Easter we usually hear the story of the disciples huddled
in the room where they had celebrated the Passover just a few nights earlier.
Now they have the doors locked in, terrified that what happened to Jesus
is about to happen to them.
They cannot imagine the future, and can’t go back to the past.
And into that room Jesus appears without benefit of a key or a door,
and says, “Peace be with you .Do not be afraid.”

That that would be a good gospel reading for us on my last Sunday with you,
as we all contemplate a future we cannot Imagine, and a past that is gone.
We need that message of Jesus’s presence and his breathing peace upon us today.
But we will also need to hear that story and that message next week.
Today | want to play with the gospel appointed for next Sunday, one of my
favorites in the whole Bible, the story of the miraculous catch of fish.
This isn’t the one Luke tells, which happens at the beginning of these men’s story
with Jesus, when he is just inviting them to follow him
This is the one recorded by John, when Jesus does it again
to call them into the mission he’s been trying to prepare them for,
when they will go out and represent him in all kinds of places.

These men have finally left that locked room not out of the spirit of adventure,
not to go to something new. No, they’ve gone back to what they knew before.

They had left their homes, their livelihoods, salaries, families, seized by the
love of Jesus and sense of adventure to follow him wherever he would lead.

And then he was killed. And then he was alive. And then was showing up
all over the place. They don’t know what to think or feel.

After the trauma and roller-coasters, they are stuck in that room and Peter says,
“Hey, you know what? Let’s go back to what we know. Let’s go back to Galilee
where we might be safer. Let’s go fishing. We know how to do that.

Then they discover they don’t know how to do it anymore. No fish, all night.

They don’t catch anything till they hear some guy calling to put their nets
on the other side of the boat. Come on, we know how to fish! Who is this guy?

And in a flash the nets are so full, they can barely drag them back to shore.
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Can we imagine that kind of abundance?

We've been trying to do church as it was done in the 1950s, in the 1980s.

It doesn’t work anymore in 2025 — the world has changed too much.

AND... God is always doing a new thing. The movement of God is forward, not back.

What instructions is Jesus calling out to us about where to cast our nets?

We are seeing some young people express hunger for God, for Jesus, for the Bible
—how might we fish with them to catch some families? We’ve been thinking
it has to be Sunday School, which no longer works for busy families.

Where are we to cast our nets?

More important — can we hear Jesus calling out instructions to us?

That takes tuning ourselves to hear his voice, and remembering that sometimes
he speaks through other people, including people outside of our family here.

The more we enter into relationships with our neighbors, not just offering food,
not just offering space, but also getting to know them as they use the space -
the more we might hear where Jesus is calling us to cast our nets.

A few weeks ago, Calder Bankenstein asked for my help with a new bible club
he started with his friends online. | met on FaceTime with them and they are so
thirsty for the Word! | was trying to explain the different sections of the bible,
and one interrupted me, “Pastor Kate: why did Judas betray Jesus?” Thirst!
Last Tuesday night the County hosted an environmental gathering in our hall.
Yesterday one of the local Piscataway groups used Christ Church
for an Easter Egg Hunt and activities for children, building community.
Instead of our doing a little Easter Egg Hunt, how about we offer to help them,
get to know the folks showing up there?
Today while we are enjoying a fabulous lunch there will be a recital in the church.
How might we engage these different groups in relationship, sharing our love?
That means allowing ourselves to be known — and taking time we don’t have.
Is that what Jesus means by “cast your nets on the right side?”

And then we have Elizabeth, Lexi and Dilan, who just wanted to come to church.
So they came, on their own. It reminded me of myself in high school, when |
drove to an Episcopal church by myself because | decided it was classier than
the Lutheran church my family attended. Something must have been stirring.
Something is stirring in these fabulous young women — Elizabeth is being baptized
today and Lexi and Dillan will be confirmed at the Cathedral May 10, and
Nada will be received into the Episcopal Church that day. Think about going!
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There is a hunger out there, friends, and the worse the world gets the deeper
becomes ache for community, for purpose and meaning and love.

We worship a God who knows a thing or two about hunger and feasts.

When those bedraggled fishermen they do come ashore Jesus is waiting for them,
with a fire going and some fish cooking. He says my favorite line in the Bible,
“Come and have breakfast.” And he says, “Bring some of what you have caught.”

God doesn’t just want to feed us — he wants us to bring our gifts in the feast.

Our neighbors don’t just want us to feed them — they want to bring their gifts to the
feast, they want to be in relationship as God wants to be in relationship with us.

After breakfast, Jesus has some business to do with Peter,
who had denied knowing him, denied being his follower, denied loving him.
He denied Jesus three times, so three times Jesus asks him, “Do you love me?”
“Yes, | love you. You know | love you!” Feed my lambs, tend my sheep.”
He doesn’t say “Feed my sheep” first — he first establishes that Peter loves him.

We have to love Jesus. If we don’t love Jesus, we cannot connect him
to other people like our mission statement says.
Jesus has to come first. It’s not about our great history. It’s not about our Rector.
It’s not about Bishop even; it’s about Jesus leading us into doing things new ways.
It’s about loving Jesus and allowing the power of the Holy Spirit to animate us.
When Peter and the other disciples received the power of the Spirit at Pentecost,
they became unstoppable — they proclaim Jesus resurrection boldly, they heal
people. We just read about Peter restoring life to a woman who had died.
That’s how the Spirit works through us.

In a few minutes, Elizabeth will be baptized, and | will anoint her with oil,
a sign of the Holy Spirit filling her, empowering her.

Elizabeth is already a pretty fearsomely talented young woman —
she can do a lot on her own.

But just imagine what she will do with the Spirit of Jesus working through her,
as this community helps her grow in faith?

Just imagine what Christ church will do as you invite others to share your feasts,
and go and share theirs, fostering your sense of adventure.

Now that’s going to be a mighty catch of fish!

Amen.

© 2025 Katherine Anne Heichler
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John 21:1-19

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed
himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.
Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you."
They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was
Jesus. Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him,
"No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find
some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so
many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and
jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of
fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.
Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them;
and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and
have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because
they knew it was the Lord.

Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This
was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from
the dead. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of
John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that |
love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." A second time he said to him, "Simon
son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that | love you."
Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John,
do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do you love
me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you." Jesus
said to him, "Feed my sheep. Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you
where you do not wish to go." (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me."
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